GERMANY AND THE FUTURE OF EUROPE
makers, the tailors, etc., and the presence in Germany of mil-
lions of refugees from the East who possess particular talents for
artisanry or for operating small business, this type of regula-
tion could have a pernicious effect in shutting off opportunities
and leaving these people no hope to escape from their present
wretched situation. The United States has taken the lead among
the occupying powers in attempting to eliminate this type of
licensing and, in general, in attempting to persuade the business
community to stay out of the field of restrictions on trade.

On the other hand, trade groups in Germany have supported
efforts to break down trade barriers in Europe as a whole on a
national basis. This is part of the program that the Organization
for European Economic Cooperation has been carrying forth,
partly as a result of a certain amount of pressure from Mr.
Hoffman in the Economic Cooperation Administration to widen
the European market as rapidly as possible. In this effort Ger-
many has notably done quite well. She has opened up her
markets to goods from other countries to a much greater extent
than she has enjoyed reciprocal privileges in return.

As far as the farm groups in the German Federal Republic are
concerned, in the first place I think the point was made that
farming in western Germany is characterized by very high
yields but a rather extravagant use of manpower, quite unlike
the more efficient farms that were operated in eastern Germany.
The farmer in western Germany has, however, long enjoyed
special political status and favor, particularly in Bavaria but
also in southern Germany, and farm organizations which repre-
sent him tend to be regional and parochial and extremely con-
servative groups, although influential politically. The new im-
portance which has been placed upon agricultural production in
western Germany due to the loss of the agricultural east^ and
the relative prosperity which farmers have been enjoying for
some time since the end of the war, has led to somewhat broader
interests on the part of farm groups in the western area, par-
ticularly interests in United States methods of farm education
and extension work and organization. It is hoped that the ex-
change of ideas in this field will lead to a somewhat broader
democratic trend in the development of these groups.